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Principal News 

Western Dubuque Schools “Better Every Day” 

 Hello Cougar families!  

January has been a wild ride with the weather, although it has not been completely typical for January weather, 

where we expect frigid temperatures and snow. Rather, the freezing rain mixed with snow and warmer temps have 

caused ice and fog delays for school. I would like to commend our staff members at Bernard and Cascade Elemen-

tary schools for persevering through these scheduling issues and continuing the learning process for all of our stu-

dents. Hopefully February is mild and we see an early spring, I for one am ready for some outside time!  

You may have seen pictures a couple of weeks ago on the Bernard Facebook page, but in January they held a fantas-

tic ROAR celebration! The students had fun being rewarded for positive behavior within their farm theme, by mak-

ing pudding dirt cups, playing “pin the tail on the pig” and also learning from our Cascade High School FFA students 

on farm safety! This was a wonderful celebration and a great way to bring our students together, young and old for a 

great reason!  

The Cascade PTO Color Run is coming again this May! This is a huge fundraiser for our school, and this year we have 

a specific goal, to finish our courtyard area construction plans. The money raised this year will go directly to funding 

the construction of that project. Please look for upcoming communication on our 2017 Cougar Color Run!  

The Cascade Elementary building project is nearing completion. We are waiting for State inspection which should 

come in the middle of February. Once the inspection goes through, we will be going through a moving process that 

should take a couple of weeks. Mrs. McElmeel (1st), Mrs. Palmer (ELL), Mrs. Klaas (IC), Mrs. Hoffman (Title 1 / RR), 

Ms. Harms (PK) and Mrs. Balster (PK) will all be moving to the new addition. Mrs. Koelker (3rd) will be moving to a new 

space and finally our vocal music and art programs will have a room of their own! This is great for the instructional 

environment around our building and we are excited to show it off. The Cascade PTO will be holding a community 

open house in late March or April to allow anyone who wants to check out the new facility to come in and look around. 

Please look for that communication coming in the next few weeks.  

Finally, we are looking forward to parent / teacher conferences coming up on February 28th and March 2nd! This is a 

great time to get together and discuss your child’s growth. We will be scheduling conferences on February 13th and 

will send you conference times soon after that. We are excited to have the building full of people on these two very 

important evenings!  

We hope things are going well for your children and families. If there is anything you need or that we can do to help 

improve your child’s educational experience, please contact me at any time to let us know how we can improve! Have a 

great February and we will see many of you at the end of the month!  

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Wendler 

Elementary Principal 

Bernard & Cascade Elementary Schools  
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 Dates to remember: Fechas Importantes: 
Feb 10 - School Day (Snow make-up day) 

Feb 16 – Preschool and Kindergarten Registration 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Feb 20 - K-3 Vocal Concert, Ellen Kennedy Center 

7:00 p.m. 

Feb 28 & Mar 2 - Parent-Teacher Conferences 

3:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 3 - 2 hour early dismissal 

Mar 6 & 7 - No School 

Feb 10 -  Día de Clases (Para reponer el día que no 

tuvimos clases por causa de la nieve) 

Feb 16 – Registración de Pre-kínder y kínder 6:30 a 

7:30 p.m. 

Feb 20 - K-3 Concertó Musical,  en el Centro Ellen 

Kennedy 7:00 p.m. 

Feb 28 & Mar 2 – Conferencias de Padres con Maes-

tros 3:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 3 – Estudiantes van a salir 2 horas temprano 

Mar 6 & 7 – No Habra clases  

Preschool and Kindergarten Registration 
Registration for Preschool and Kindergarten students for the 2017-2018 school year will be held on 

Thursday, February 16 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  If registration is canceled due to weather, the make-up 

date will be Monday, February 20. 

Cyndi Trumm, School Nurse 

Along with snow, ice, and cold temperatures the winter months are also known for 

Influenza, cold viruses, fevers, vomiting, diarrhea and a variety of other symptoms. 

According to the CDC and news reports, Iowa has widespread Influenza. Information 

which I have received stated the Flu vaccine was on target this year…it’s still not too 

late to have your student immunized.  

 Often as parents it’s difficult to determine if a student should go to school or not. The following 3 

questions may help you with this decision. 

# Can my child participate in all of the school day activities? Including gym class and recess? 

# Is my child possibly contagious? 

 # Would I take a day off work if I had these same symptoms? 

If you answer yes to any of the above questions you should keep your child home. 

The next dilemma is trying to decide when your child is ready to return to school after being 

home sick. Please don’t return your student to school unless they have been fever free without the 

use of Tylenol/Ibuprofen for 24 hours; they can eat a normal meal with no vomiting/diarrhea; and if 

they have been prescribed an antibiotic, they have been on it for 24 hours. 

Please don’t ever be afraid to contact me with any questions or concerns regarding your student’s 

health. Stay healthy and smile - there are only 48 more days till the first day of spring! 

Cyndi Trumm, RN 

School Nurse 
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Mrs. Noonan and Mrs. Roller, 2nd Grade CES 

Second Grade Happenings 

 It is hard to believe that we 

are over half way through our 

school year. The second graders 

have been very busy learning many 

concepts in Math, Reading and 

Writing.   

 Through the week, the stu-

dents are guided through instruc-

tion in math, and then on Friday 

afternoons we transition into 

math games in the gym.  The stu-

dents are divided into cooperative 

learning groups to play a variety 

of games that focus on what was 

taught in class that week.   

 To become better at reading 

fluency, we pair up with sixth 

graders who come down every 

morning to listen to students 

read. We are seeing a lot of im-

provement in their oral reading 

and comprehension.  

 In Writing we are working on 

Information books.  Students will 

eventually teach us about a topic 

that they know a lot about.   

 In the months of February/

March second graders will have an 

opportunity to learn from two 

programs being offered to them 

at school. The first is called Jun-

ior Achievement.  Mrs. Roller’s 

class instructor will be John 

Noonan and Mrs. Noonan’s will be 

Shontele Orr.  Both classes will 

be learning about Our Community.  

The second program is called 

DARE and will be led by Officer 

Fred.  We look forward to these 

new learning opportunities of-

fered by our community members.   

2nd grade students 

reciting their choral 

poems about Martin 

Luther King, Jr. to 

their classmates. 

BERNARD/CASCADE ELEMENTARY 
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science, the third graders are moving from learn-

ing about our “class pets”, the crayfish, to the hu-

man body. To determine how our body works, we 

started off taking turns jump roping and record-

ing our observations about what parts of our bod-

ies are active. Then it was time to count all the 

bones in our body. The students are most looking 

forward to dissecting owl pellets. We’ll compare 

the bones from the owl pellets to our own bones 

and see if we can reconstruct the animal. 

 Everyone is looking forward to continuing to 

learn many new things and having fun while doing 

it!  

The third graders at Bernard Elementary have 

been busy this year with reading, writing, math, 

and science. Recently, we have been learning about 

disabilities through The Kids on the Block program. 

The students were taught about learning, physical, 

and communication disabilities and got to experi-

ence what it would be like to have some of those 

disabilities by trying to write their names with 

their feet, being in a wheelchair for an extended 

amount of time, along with using sign language and 

reading braille. It has been an eye opening and 

wonderful experience for all of us. 

As we finish up our Structures of Life unit in 

 Miss Rutz, 3rd Grade BES 

Students take on 

the challenge of 

trying to write 

their names with 

their feet. 

Jumping for 

Science! 
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 Mrs. Noonan and Mrs. Koelker, 3rd Grade CES 

We have been having a great 

year in third grade! We’ve had a 

great first semester and are 

looking forward to an exciting 

second semester! 

        Third grade is a pivotal 

year in reading development. We 

have been working very hard on 

becoming real readers, which 

means that we are thinking while 

we are reading! While we are 

reading it can be extra fun to be 

on the lookout for visualizations 
you can make, inferences, pre-

dictions, connections, questions 

and it’s helpful to summarize 

what you’ve read to help you re-

member it. When you summarize 

you put the story into your own 

words. The students have been 

pushing themselves to meet 

their AR goals and always look 

forward to having a book “on 

deck” so they can keep reading! 

        Math has been an exciting 

challenge this year! We love our 

new Everyday Math series. So 

far this year we have studied 

time, multiplication, number sto-

ries and arrays, operations, 

measurement and geometry! 

Next up is fractions and more 

multiplication strategies!  

        In Social Studies the stu-

dents have enjoyed learning 

about communities and the world 

around us! We also enjoyed our 

lessons and visit from Kids on 

the Block.    

In Science we have studied mo-

tion and matter and recently liv-

ing structures.  Our favorite 

part was definitely having cray-

fish in our classroom! We 

learned about their structures and 

their func-

tion and also 

learned 

about animal 

adaptations! 

It was so 

neat to 

learn how 

animals have 

adapted over the years!  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to more fun 

opportunities!  

Working together in science! 

Alli enjoying a new stand up desk! 

Enjoying our monthly Cougar Read with 

our Pre-Kindergarten friends! 

Learning about author and 

illustrator, Arthur Geisert 

Ready for the Symphony! 
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 It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, 

gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a 

grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy 

please contact the district’s At-Risk Coordinator, Vicky Coyle, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046. 

563-744-3885 x 6040,  vicky.coyle@wdbqschools.org   

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
[Board Policy 501.16] 

The board will make reasonable efforts to identify homeless children and youth of school age within the district, encourage their enroll-

ment and eliminate existing barriers to their receiving education which may exist in district policies or practices. The designated coordina-

tor for identification of homeless children and for tracking and monitoring programs and activities for these children is the Director of 

Student Services. 

A homeless child or youth is defined as a child or youth from the age of 3 years through 21 years who lacks a fixed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime residence and includes the following: 

A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is living 

in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an emergen-

cy or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is awaiting foster care placement; 

A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regu-

lar sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

A child or youth who is living in a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train station, or similar 

setting; 

A migratory child or youth who qualifies as homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in paragraphs 

“1” through “3” above. 

Please contact the building school counselor for questions and to support education of the homeless. You may also contact Mary Jane 

Maher, the District’s liaison for homeless children and youth, to find out what services and supports may be available at 563-744-3371or 

maryjane.maher@wdbqschools.org. 

Mrs. Boffeli, Counselor News 

Counselor’s Corner 

Cleaning closets?  If you are looking to donate any gently used pants, sweatpants, leg-

gings sizes 4-16, please drop them off in the office at Cascade or Bernard Elementary 

or you may send them to school with your child.  Mishaps occur daily and we sure ap-

preciate having clothing available when the need arises!  Thank you, in advance, for 

your generosity. 

6th grade students will be registering for 7th grade classes on March 1.  Parents do not need to attend.  

Mrs. Phillips, CJSHS Counselor, will be explaining the classes available to students and will assist with 

course selection.  Your child will then bring their registration form home for you to sign prior to enrolling 

for these classes.  Many of your child’s questions will be answered during this time.  In the spring, stu-

dents will be given a tour of CJSHS to become familiar with the location of their classes, lockers, etc. 


